
SMART PANEL NOTES: NOUNS

Target Exams: Indian Airforce (Group X & Y) | Maharashtra Forest Guard

Module Focus: Error Spotting, Word Formation, and Fill-in-the-Blanks

📌 PANEL 1: Noun Essentials (Quick Recap)

A noun is the name of a person, place, thing, quality, or action.

Type What it is Exam Examples

Proper Specific names (Capitalized) India, Rohan, Godavari

Common General class/category Boy, city, river, candidate

Collective Group of individuals/things Jury, committee, herd, fleet

Material Substances/matter Iron, wood, gold, water

Abstract Feelings, concepts, states Bravery, honesty, childhood

Smart Tip: Exams rarely ask for definitions. They test how verbs and articles interact with

these noun types. 



📌 PANEL 2: The "Uncountable" Trap (High Yield)

These nouns cannot be counted physically. They must follow strict rules:

They take a Singular Verb .

NEVER use a/an before them.

NEVER add s/es to make them plural.

Top Exam Words: Scenery, Poetry, Furniture, Advice, Information, Hair, Luggage, Mischief,

Bread, Machinery.

❌ Incorrect: The sceneries of Himachal are beautiful.

✅ Correct: The scenery of Himachal is beautiful.

❌ Incorrect: He gave me many advices.

✅ Correct: He gave me much advice (or many pieces of advice).

📌 PANEL 3: Deceptive Nouns (Singular vs. Plural)

A. Looks Plural, Acts Singular

End in 's' but are single entities. Take a Singular Verb .

Words: News, Mathematics, Physics, Innings, Summons, Measles, Billiards.

❌ Incorrect: The news are fake.

✅ Correct: The news is fake.

❌ Incorrect: India won by an inning.

✅ Correct: India won by an innings.

B. Looks Singular, Acts Plural

Do not end in 's' but represent a group. Take a Plural Verb .

Words: Cattle, Cavalry, Infantry, Poultry, Peasantry, Children, Police.

❌ Incorrect: The cattle is grazing.

✅ Correct: The cattle are grazing.

❌ Incorrect: The police has arrived.

✅ Correct: The police have arrived.
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📌 PANEL 4: Paired Items & Hyphenated Nouns

A. Nouns Always in Plural (Paired Items)

Tools or clothing made of two identical parts take a Plural Verb .

Words: Scissors, Trousers, Spectacles, Binoculars, Scales.

❌ Incorrect: Where is my spectacles?

✅ Correct: Where are my spectacles?

(Note: To make it singular, use "A pair of spectacles is...")

B. The Hyphenated Noun Rule

When a noun with a number acts as an adjective modifying another noun, it remains Singular .

❌ Incorrect: He gave me a five-hundred-rupees note.

✅ Correct: He gave me a five-hundred-rupee note.

❌ Incorrect: We went on a ten-miles walk.

✅ Correct: We went on a ten-mile walk.

📌 PANEL 5: Word Formation (Airforce X & Y Special)

Airforce exams frequently ask candidates to identify or form the correct noun from a verb or

adjective.

Root Word Noun Form Root Word Noun Form

Brave (Adj) Bravery Know (Verb) Knowledge

Decide (Verb) Decision Poor (Adj) Poverty

Advise (Verb) Advice True (Adj) Truth

Grow (Verb) Growth High (Adj) Height

Live (Verb) Life Accept (Verb) Acceptance
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📌 PANEL 6: The Apostrophe ('s) Cheat Sheet

Rule 1: Living vs. Non-Living

Use 's for living things, time, and distance. (Correct: Ram's book, A day's leave)

Use of for non-living things.

❌ Incorrect: The table's wood.

✅ Correct: The wood of the table.

Rule 2: Plural Nouns Ending in 's'

Add only the apostrophe ('), not another 's'.

❌ Incorrect: The boys's hostel.

✅ Correct: The boys' hostel.

Rule 3: Compound Nouns

The 's goes at the very end.

✅ Correct: Commander-in-chief's orders.
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